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In 2018, our Milan-Taranto arrives to the finish line of 32 years. In 31 past editions, our competitors 

have driven at least 51.504 km to discover some unforgettable places and landscapes in Italy.

We have had as many as 2.190 competitors, who have tackled our routes with high spirits and determination. 

Our Tarantini friends have represented 19 nationalities: from Australia to Japan, from Finland to Canada... 

All with the same passion.

There have been many great champions who, with the same passion, have faced our adventure: from Provini 

to Masetti, Venturi to Pagani, Ubbiali to Mendogni and not forgetting Ronchei, Favillini, Milani, Passamonti, Capocci, Spagnolo, 

Taylor, Coleman, Gallina and the youngest, Bonera. These are the numbers that add up to our adventure, this is 

our starting point for just as many years together with our competitors, from Milan to Taranto.
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1919 The first “FRECCIA DEL SUD”, a 

motorcycle raid from Milan to Caserta, 

was won by Luigi Girardi on a Garelli 

350cc at an average speed of 38.296 

km/h. No of competitors at the start 29 

– No of competitors at the finish 8. The 

race was suspended from 1925 to 1932.

1932 The first “MILANO-NAPOLI” 

started at night from the Milan 

Idroscalo. The route was 900 km 

long. It was to be known as the “1st 

MUSSOLINI CUP”. The final edition 

(1936) was won by Omobono Tenni on 

a Guzzi 500cc at an average speed of 

107 Km/h.

1937 The first, 1,400 km-long “MILANO-

ROMA-TARANTO” was held, in which 

the riders had to cover the route in one 

night.

1950 From now on, it was known 

simply as the “MILANO-TARANTO” 

and became the best, most popular 

competition for both riders and public. 

We ought to remember that the Milan-

Taranto did more than its fair share to 

help forget the ugliness of a war that 

had finished just a few years before.

Preparations for the 1957 Milan-

Taranto were well under way. However, 

the effects of the tragedy of the 

Mille Miglia car race in Guidizzolo di 

Mantova, during which the Ferrari team 

De Portago-Nelson and ten spectators 

died, led to the abolition of road motor 

races. It also decreed the end of our 

Exhilarating Adventure, begun in 1937 

but with its roots in the pioneering 

years, when about thirty bold riders, 

astride bikes found among the debris 

of war, courageously set off towards 

southern Italy.

HISTORY





Italy with its ancient and modern 

passion for two wheels; Italy with 

its kilometres of provincial roads 

“savoured” one by one, bend after 

bend; Italy with its towns and villages, 

the pleasure of taking a break, of 

discovering artistic treasures and 

nature, already seen perhaps, but 

never really looked at; Italy of old and 

new friends, Italy that preserves a 

taste for adventure; Italy that stays 

young at heart, even in the eyes of 

seventy-year-old bikers who light 

up with the enthusiasm that the 

motorbike, every motorbike, can give.

The Historic Commemoration of the 

Mythical Motorbike Road Marathon 

will bring back the importance and 

fascination of the thirties.

The MILANO-TARANTO for motorbikes 

has always rivalled the Automobile 

Mille Miglia. Funnily enough, they 

were both created in the same period 

and shared the same competitive life, 

even during the Second World War and 

the forced interruption in 1957 as a 

result of the fatal accidents that only 

occurred fortunately in that edition.

Its rebirth in 1987 is witness to great 

passion and formidable tenacity.

To launch it into the 21st century 

means giving a modern interpretation 

to a “Motorcycle Legend” amidst 

Sport, Culture, Gastronomy, Art, 

Entertainment and Territory: an 

ageless, common heritage, for which 

bikers come to take part not only from 

all over Europe, but also from Australia 

and Japan.

Every kilometre reveals a surprise 

and a smile, because the MILANO-

TARANTO revs up the engines of the 

imagination...

COMMEMORATION





The Moto Club Veteran “San Martino” was founded in 1975 

with the precise intention of saving the legendary, Italian, 

motorcycle event and has passionately and proudly been 

organising the MILAN-TARANTO since 1987.

Led by Franco Sabatini, the enthusiastic patron of the 

MILAN-TARANTO, together with a well-tried and tested staff, 

work goes on 24 hours a day, 356 days a year, to ensure the 

event is an unmissable date for your diary that will astound 

participants year after year with the discovery of new, 

extraordinary Italian itineraries. 

ORGANISATION





“Le Gloriose” Category

Open to motorcycles up to 175cc class whose the types and 

models that have participated in the legendary MILANO-

TARANTO races from 1950 to 1956.  

“Storica” Category 

Subdivided into the following classes: 75cc, 100cc, sidecars, 

cycle cars, scooters, 125cc, 175cc, 250cc, 350 cc and 500cc and 

higher, produced from 1925 to 1956. 

“Sport” Category 

Subdivided into the following classes: 75cc, 100cc, sidecars, 

cycle cars, scooters, 125cc, 175cc, 250cc, 350 cc and 500cc and 

higher, produced from 1957 to 1967. 

“Tasters” Category

All motorcycles, including modern bikes, are admitted. 

Sidecars without a passenger and 2 passengers on bikes will 

be admitted only in this category.

BIKES ADMITTED





Apart from the “100%” adrenaline rush as I drove my little red 
racer (the faithful Formichino) across Italy, I have to tell you 
about a couple of truly beautiful, humane and exhilarating 
incidents. Ferdinando Cassese

... a fantastic party and loads of friends who will always be with 
us, and with yourselves, to relive this immense emotion.
Livi & Robi

I wanted to compliment you on the Mi-Ta. I really appreciated 
these days spent amidst the chaos of period motorbikes and 
your excellent, discreet orchestration to lead us to significant 
places and on roads where I could experience unique sensations 
in the saddle of my Motobi.
Elis Domenghini

We just got back to Hong Kong after spending five weeks in 
Italy…  Many, many thanks for everything on the MiTa!!!  It was 
an amazing time and I have you to thank. Marc Mezey

You need to feel passionate about something in life that brings 
you into real (not just virtual) contact with others, even if you 
don’t take part directly. Just by taking a look, watching, sharing 
and breathing the atmosphere can do you nothing but good... 
Alfonso D’Aloia

I wanted to thank your entire family for the most wonderful 
experience you gave me. Well done from the bottom of my 
heart!!!!! A big thanks to Franco. I really enjoyed myself, you 
gave me the opportunity to get to know places I would never 
have visited and above all to get to know some marvellous 
people, the true bikers! Gianfranco Bonera

REVIEWS





MILANO – TARANTO
Moto Club Veteran “San Martino”

Organization:
info@milanotaranto.it

Press Office:
ufficiostampa@milanotaranto.it

Via Orvieto, 2
06132 San Martino in Colle
Perugia, Italy

Editorial staff and promotional material:
redazione@milanotaranto.it

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/MilanoTaranto/
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PROVINCIA 
DI TARANTO

SPONSOR: CON IL PATROCINIO DI:

REGIONE PUGLIA
Assessorato alla Trasparenza 

e Cittadinanza Attiva

ENTE SPORTIVO:

COMUNE 
DI TARANTO
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